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are very much obliged to you for your enfran-
chisement, but we do not choose to be free";
or even to bestow lands gratuitously on them, for
they will answer, "What would you have us do with
lands ? "1 Proprietors and property can only be
erected by making advances, and advances are
expensive; and, as there are so few governments
which have the wisdom to sow in order that
they may reap, this will not be the first to begin,

i It is a melancholy truth that such is, and indeed
such must necessarily be, the spirit of serf peasants; nay,
in Russia this error is more rooted than in Prussia. The
peasants have no examples of the possibility of existing
in a state of independence: they think themselves certain
of an asylum against hunger and old age in the domains
of their tyrants, and, if enfranchised, would imagine them-
selves abandoned to an inhospitable world (which indeed,
locally speaking, they would be), in which they must be
exposed to perish with cold and hunger. Men in a body
must be led to act from motives of interest, which, when
well understood, are the best of motives. Nothing would
be more easy than to convince the peasantry of the
largest empire, in a few years, of what their true interest,
and the true interest of all parties, is, were not the
majority of men, unfortunately, incapable of looking far
beyond the trifling wants and the paltry passions of the
moment* It is a melancholy consideration that so many
ages must yet revolve before truths so simple shall be
tmiversally known, even now that the divine art of printing
is discovered.th applause through all
